188                  THE DEBATABLE LAND
If you produce texts about " one offering/7 or any others
of the sort, he has still a thrust to deliver that it is hard to
parry. " Excuse me, but is not Saint Paul's example as good
as Saint Paul's precept,* which our fathers do not interpret
in the same way as you do. He took the four young men,
and saw to it that an offering was made for himself and
every one of them. May we not do what Saint Paul did ? "
So the sacrifices continue : openly in this out-of-the-way
corner of the world; and under the rose in better known
-parts, like Palestine, more frequently than many people
believe. Nothing that ever was well established in the
East has altogether ceased to exist in the hearts of men.
The gorge narrows below Mar B'Ishu, passing the only
fresh-water lake in Kurdistan, which was brought into
being a few years ago by a great landslip. In the ravine
is a curious series of springs charged so heavily with iron
that the water looks almost blood colour as it wells out of
the rock, and leaves deep crimson stains on the cliffs. Its
taste is curiously acrid; and (as might be expected) it is
freely used as a tonic, and is very good for the purpose.
Local legend declares that it was by this road that the
victorious Persians' brought away the True Cross from
Jerusalem, when Chosroes, after his capture of that city,
sent the relic as a gift to his Christian queen, Shirin; and
that healing waters sprang up wherever the bearers put
down their sacred load.
The gorge dies out in the curious fold of the hills that is
called Mergawar at one point of its length, Tergawar at
another, and other names at other places. It is not a true
valley, for the rivers run across it and break through its
boundary hills by deep gorges ; but it forms, on the eastern
side of the Hakkiari Mountains, much the same sort of
moat as is formed on the southern side by the similar valley
of Amadia.
It provides an easy passage practicable in the depth of
winter, from Armenia to Kirkuk and Baghdad. And it
was probably for this reason that the Ottoman Government
so coveted the possession of this district; for it afforded
* Orientals usually attribute the Epistle to the Hebrews to St. Paul.